A TOUR ON THE CONTINENT.
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and then he would pause to gaze down the deep crevasses, or to admire the beautiful tints of green that were everywhere to be seen. After the glacier proper is crossed, a very steep ascent must be climbed to reach the village above. Whilst making this ascent, the Swami suffered from vertigo, a weakness he had not hitherto experienced. While in this state his foot slipped several times. He was, therefore, glad when without any untoward accident he reached the little chalet at the summit and was restored by a cup of refreshingly hot coffee.
On this journey, the Swami observing the characteristics of the peasantry, turned to his friends with the remark, "Why, these people in many of their manners and in their costumes remind me of the peasants in the hills of the Himalayas ! Those long baskets that the people carry on their backs are exactly like those used in the mountainous districts of my country." Then he went on with a beautiful discourse concerning the Himalayas, narrating to his companions, with much tenderness and love, many of his holy associations thereof. And on this journey, those who were to be the founders of the Advaita Ashrama and dedicate their lives to it, heard here in the Himalayas of Europe for the first time of the Swami's longing to establish a monastery in the heart of his beloved Himalayas. He said, "O, I long for such a monastery where I can retire from the labours of my life and pass the rest of my days in meditation. It will be a centre for work and meditation, where my Indian and Western disciples can live together and them I shall train as workers, the former* to go out as preachers of Vedanta to the West, and the latter will devote their lives to the good of India. A thought, something akin to vision, crossed the minds of his disciples ; and Mr. Sevier, speaking for himself and his wife, said, "How nice it would be, Swamiji, if this could be done. We must have such a monastery !" At the time, it was only a passing remark, but as the months went by, that stray remark made in the heights of the Alps, became transformed into prophecy, for that idea sank deeper
